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HISTORICAL CONTRIBUTIONS OF SIR FRANK COLYER 

@® Sir Frank (J. F.) Colyer, an honorary member of the A.A.H.D. 
elected at the 1953 meeting, died March 30, 1954, at the age 

of 88. A notice of the death of this distinguished British den- 

tist will ro ag in the May number of the J.A.D.A., pe. 591. It 

ls appropriate here that special attention be given to his con- 

tributions to the history of dentistry. 


As honorary curator of the conseaeesens Museum of the Royal Col- 
lege of Surgeons, Sir Frank was familiar with the anatomical and 
patnological specimens of John Hunter as well as with the instru- 
ments in the collection of the College. These specimens furnished 
the basis of his two excellent historical works John Hunter a 
Odontology (London, Claudius Ash, Sons & Co., Ltd., 1913) and 

Yild_ Instruments Us a for Extracting Teeth (London, Stanles Press, 
1952). 


The following articles on the history of various aspects of den- 
tistry have been contributed by Sir Frank Colyer: 


The barber-surgeons and the ee College of “Surgeons of 


England. Brit. J. D. Se. 58:823-828 1915. 

The teeth of Londoners of the 17th and 18th centuries. D. 
Record 42:237=-243 1922. 

The debt of the dental profession to John Hunter (re dental 
anatomy and histology). President's address. Brit. D. J. 41: 
60-74 1920. 

Some old types of instruments used for extracting teeth, . 
Austral. J. 7:193-202 1927. 

Old instruments used for extracting teeth. Brit. D. J. 66: 
a 153 691-703 June 15; 67:49-65 July 15; 161-179 Aug. 

39. 
” John Hunter and the transplantation of teeth. Brit. D. J. 70: 
249 April 1, 1941. 

History of the Odontological Museum. Brit. D. J. 75:1-7 

July 2; 31-34 July 16, 1943. ° 


EARLY DENTISTRY IN OREGON 

P/ An interesting sketch of early dentistry is contributed by 
(Mrs.) Jean Barringer Howard, under the title "The Story of 

Dentistry in Oregon," to the Oregon State Dental Journal for 

February 1954 (23:29). 


DATE OF ISSUE 
P/ This number of the Bulletin was issued April 30 and includes 
items of later date than the month designated (March). 
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HONORARY MEMBERSHIP IN A.A.H.D.--AN EDITORIAL 
RB/ The death of Sir Frank Colyer ae a few months after his 
election recalls the problem of choosing the honorary mem- 
bership of the A.A.H.D. which rose at the 1953 meeting of the 
Academy. Four distinguished historians, three of them outside 
the boundaries of the United States, were elected; namely, 
Vincenzo Guerini (Italy), Lilian Lindsay (England), J. F. Colyer 
(England), Hermann Prinz (U. 5.). All of these were eighty years 
of age or above when elected, and were chosen partly on the ground 
that they would never be active in the Academy. There are several 
older dental historians in foreign lands all of whom might be 
eligible for honorary membership including Casotti (Italy), 
de Vecchis (Italy), Palazzi (Italy), Greve (Germany), Driak 
(Augtria), Dagen (France), Cunha (Brazil), Campbell (scotland), 
Stromgren (Denmark) and Townend (England). 


The perspective of distance ond the absence of local and personal 
loyalties make the problem of selection of nominees from other 
countries relatively easy. but the naming of a dental historian 
of this nation, however venerable or distinguished, 1s bound to 
initiate a flood of claims to equal recognition, and result in dis- 
satisfaction or in obscuring the distinction by the inclusion of 
too many. Yet it seems illogical to confine honorary membership 

to historians in foreign lands. 


At the same time, if election to honorary inenbership for some of 
these candidates is deferred too long, it can be awarded only 
posthumously. Outstanding contribution, national or preferably 
international recognition, and advanced age might well be criteria 
of choice provided the membershin is conferred not so late as to 
preclude the recipient's enjoying his well earned recognition for 
some years to his own satisfaction and the advantage of the Academ 
This perplexing problem can be solved only by a clearer under- 
standing of qualifications and a broader outlook. 


MORE ABOUT THE QUACK PATENCE 
P/ The following is from a letter by J. Menzies Campbell, elicited 
by the note in the last Sin on Patence's Treatise on the 
eeth, 1774: "Yes, Patence's 1774 treatise is extremely rare. I 
am not aware of any British library that nossesses a cony, nor in 
my years of collecting have I been offered one. The second edition 
A Guide to Health, Beauty, Riches and Honour, published in 1796, is 
also of great rarity. iI know of a copy of this that was in exis- 
tence 30 years ago: its subsequent location cannot be traced. I 
nossess 107 of Patence's advertisements, originals and photostats. 
His full name was Theodore Mathew Patence, although he described 
himself variously, e.g. 'Mr.', 'M.', ‘Mathew Theodore', 'Count', 
'T.M.'; and as Dentist and Dancing Master (1770), Surgeon Dentist, 
M.D. (1780), Dentist, Surgeon and Mechanic (17873. He practis2d 
at several addresses. In 1770, 8 Bolt Court: 1774 (then 10 v2ars 
in practice), 403 Strand: 1778, 333 Oxford Street: 1779, 79 


Haymarket: and 1791 (certainly until 1802), 36 Great Suffolk 
Street. In 1824 an advertisement stated - Miss Patence, Surgeon 
Dentist, 3 Panton Street, successor to my late father." 
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